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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated December 4, 2003, please consider the remarks as 
submitted herewith. 

REMARKS 

Claims 14-27 are all the claims pending in the application. 

Claims 14, 17 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as anticipated by Shimada 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,612,495); claims 14-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as anticipated 
bv Shimada (U.S. Patent No. 6,591,681); and claims 14-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(f) 
because the applicant did not invent the claimed subject matter. Reconsideration and removal of 
these rejections are respectfully requested on the basis of the present amendment to the claims 
and the following remarks. 


